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ABSTRACT

A monolithic turkey sculpture, made from all organic renewable materials,
will house a museum tracing the evolution of the turkey from it's present
day state as a small domesticated bird, to its origins as a “bird of prey” or
Raptor in prehistoric times thereby illustrating the Theory of Evolution
through the turkey as a case study. The museum will be placed along the
10E freeway in Cabazon, California across from Dinny and Mr. Rex the
famous Cabazon Dinosaurs, Structures that since 2000 house a
Creationist Museum. When Visitors come to the end of their journey
through the turkey’s evolutionary history they will enter an observatory in
the head of the turkey sculpture and look out upon the Dinosaurs,
glimpsing both the history of the turkey evolutionarily, and also the history
of social thought in some ways. The Museum will educate the public on
topics of evolution both in terms of science—containing bones and fossils
of turkeys at various stages during their evolution—and in terms of social
thought, in order to illustrate the antiquated, anti-intellectual nature of
Creationism.




CONCEPT / TOPIC

| am interested in investigating how Creationists are
' . inct dinosaur to
ly intelligent
on; many of the
with the
science is no
S in science
; .{, ocial thought
~ . e mode of

“ to that which is

stand as a
- The Theory of
"~ rwin in The
~ _ural Selection
Jescended from
change in
nment.2 In 1860
“vx, a bird-like
‘points to the
1ered dinosaurs

INTO DIrds.




CONTEXT & PRECEDENTS

In Cabazon, California north or interstate 10, what were once two roadside attractions—the two
largest dinosaurs in the world, so big that visitors can explore inside of them—has been converted
to a Creationist Museum.* Constructed the 60s and 70s by sculptor Claude Bell, the Dinosaurs
were once dedicated to educating the public about ecology and the evolution of man. This trend of
usurpation of once scientific spaces for religious means is also evidenced by the Creation Museum
in Petersburg Kentucky.® In Kentucky the word evolution is not even part of the state
curriculum—Instead it is called “change over time”—and creation as it is described in the bible ma
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As motorists drive on interstate 10 in the distance they will see a five story
building in the shape a of a turkey, affectionately called Dinosauria. Allured by
the glimmering of the feathers that form her wings and tail feathers, which are
actually solar panels cut in the shape of feathers, and body and feet made from
recycled woods and metals they will exit south of the 10 and drive toward the
Museum. Visitors will arrive at the Museum and will be greeted by a statue of
Darwin holding a sign reading “Find Dinosaurs in their Modern Form!”
Between Dinosauria’s feet there will be a pen that houses many turkeys, where
visitors can learn about how turkeys became domesticated and how they are
cared for today. They will have the opportunity to feed and play with them, This
activity will be called “Feed a Raptor”, raptor meaning bird of prey, the name
given to some dinosaurs.
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Project Proposal

Strap-like shoulder blade

Crest on upper armbone

: 1~ Anklebone fused to shinbone

——— Some fusion of foot bones

Sharp, curved claws on toes

Four-toed foot, three large forward
toes and a smaller toe behind

Long, straight bony tail

When visitors enter the museum p

modern turkeys and continue upward through the building seeing the regression of turkeys
through time until they get to the 4th floor on which they will see Archaeopteryx, and learn about
the origins of turkeys in dinosaurs. They will also learn about the analysis of T-Rex tissues,
whose DNA analysis shows they are the ancestors of birds. Then they will venture up to the
observatory, to “Take a glance at the past” through telescopes that look out through Dinosauria’s
eyes. Because they will have been learning about both the evolution of the turkey and the
history of science rooted in religion in some ways, they will literally glace at the history of both

the turkey, since it is dinosaurs they are looking at, but also at creationism, the ghost of science







Conclusion

Instead of creating a hostile “us vs. them” environment, where dialogue about
evolution cannot be had, this museum recognizes the interconnectedness of
creationism and evolution. The museum and the technology it would use would be a
monument to progression, to the expansion of our knowledge, and the evolution of
the mind to a more accepting intelligent place. The museum would educate the public
on how scientists know what they know, and not just ask them to blindly believe an
ideology. Furthermore, architecturally speaking it would provide a spectacle on the
roadside that would amuse the weary traveller, as well as offer scientific knowledge to
those who might not be aware of it in a way that is enjoyable.




References

1. Stephen J. Gould, Dinosaur in a Haystack: Reflections in Natural History, (New York:
Crown Trade Paperbacks, 1995): pg 33.

2. Rowell Dingus and Timothy Rowe, The Mistaken Extinction, (New York: W.H. Freemen
and Company, 1998): pg.110

3. Ibid 116

4. Cabazon Dinosaurs. 2008. URL:http://www.cabazondinosaurs.com/main.htm (Accessed

04/25/09).

5. William A. Dembski and James M. Kushiner. Signs of Intelligence: Understanding
Intelligent Design. 2nd Ed. Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2001: pg 53

6. Bruce Malone. Fossils Do Not Prove Evolution. Creation Science
Evangelism, URL: http://www.drdino.com/read-article.php?id=12&c=17 (Accessed 04/25/09).




Bibliography / Links

Asma, Stephen. Saddle Up that Stegosaurus: A Visit to the Creationism Museum. July 25,2007 URL:
http://www.sciam.com/podcast/episode.cfm?id=FDACA16A-E7F2-99DF-323D104DD12EFCAE (Accessed 04/25/09).

By Design, Not by Chance. DVD. Directed by Daniel Johnson. 2007, Cabazon, CA: The T.R.U.T.H. Group, 2009.

Cabazon Dinosaurs. 2008. URL: http://www.cabazondinosaurs.com/main.htm (Accessed 04/25/09).

Davis, Karen. More Than a Meal: The Turkey in History, Myth, Ritual, and Reality. New York: Lantern Books, 2001.

Dembski, William A. and Kushiner, James M. Signs of Intelligence: Understanding Intelligent Design. 2nd Ed. Grand
Rapids: Brazos Press, 2001.

Dingus, Rowell and Rowe, Timothy. The Mistaken Extinction. New York: W.H. Freemen and Company, 1998.

Dino Documentary. 2007. URL: hitp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLalFfO6PP4 (Accessed 04/25/09).

Discovery Channel. Dinosaurs: Return to Life?. November 2008. URL: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NB46sz5e0Zg
(Accessed 04/25/09).

Farlow, James O., Brett-Surman M.K., Walters, Robert F.. The Complete Dinosaur. Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1999.

Fastovsky, David E. and Weishampel, David B.. The Evolution and Extinction of Dinosaurs. 2nd Ed. New York:
Cambridge

University Press, 2005.
Feduccia, Alan. The Origin and Evolution of Birds. 2nd Ed. Hartford: Yale University Press, 1999.

Gould, Stephen J.. Dinosaur in a Haystack: Reflections in Natural History. New York: Crown Trade Paperbacks, 1995.

Hogan, Dan. Turkeys. URL: http://www.sciencedaily.com/articles t/turkey (bird).htm (Accessed 04/25/09).




Bibliography/ Links (Continued)

Joscelyn, Joshua. Chickenosaurous: A fool’s Errand. 2009. URL: http://www.drdino.com/read-
article.php?id=141&c=17 (Accessed 04/25/09).

Leutwyler, Kristin. Flyin’ Dinosaurs. March 28, 1998. URL: http:/www.s ciam.com/article.cfm ?id=flyin-dinosaurs
(Accessed 04/25/09).

Malone, Bruce. Fossils Do Not Prove Evolution. 2009. URL: hitp://www.drdino.com/read-article.php?id=12&c=17
(Accessed 04/25/09).

Norris, Scott. T-Rex and Dinosaur bird link. April 24,2008. URL:
http:/news .nationalgeographic.com/news/2008/04/080424-trex-mastodon.html (Accessed 04/25/09).

Owen, James. Brainy birds out thought dinosaurs. February 2, 2009. URL:
http:/news .nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/02/090202-big-bird-brains.html (Accessed 04/25/09).

Palm, Svend. The Origin of Birds. February 2000. URL: http://home13.inet.tele.dk/palm/origbird.htm (Accessed
04/25/09).

Smith, David. Are birds Dinosaurs?. September 27, 2005. URL: http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/diapsids/avians.html
(Accessed 04/25/09).

Willis, Paul. Dinosarus and birds: The Story. 1998. URL: http://www.abc.net.au/science/slab/dinobird/story.htm
(Accessed 04/25/09).

Wong, Kate. Dinosaur Discovery Shows Feathers Came Before Flight. April 26, 2001. URL:
http:/www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=dinosaur-discovery-shows (Accessed 04/25/09).




